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Site-specific performance at “the Big Temple” to praise the great Sea Goddess
Grand Original Dance Dramaa | | dz 6§ KS { SI D2RRS&a

World premiere at Hong Kong Cultural Centre in December

“A girl named Lin Mo is born on the ancient island of Meizhou in Fujian province, and grows
up living in harmony with the ocean. When an epidemic breaks out, taking the lives of countless
fishermen, Lin Mo risks her life gathering medicinal herbs from the mountains to save the other
villagers. One day, a tempest sweeps in. Legend has it that a young girl must be sacrificed to
appease the Dragon King of the seas and calm the waves. To save the fishermen, Lin Mo throws
herself into the sea, where she is transformed into a red ray of light guiding their way home.
From this time on, Lin Mo is celebrated as Mazu the Sea Goddess, guarding the vast seas and

guiding her people safely home.”

al T dz G§KS {wlllprendepe Rré&tr348 & 6™ December 2020 at Hong Kong Cultural
Centre Grand Theatredit is a new dance drama directed and choreographed by National First
Class Artist Yan Hongxia. Joining forces with top-notch designers, Mazu’s pure and noble

character and the accumulative culture and values of coastal folklore are vividly portrayed.
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Surprise: A site-specific dance performance for at Tin Hau Temple

There is no better day than 17" October, 2020 for the Guided Tour of Tin Hau Temple, Joss
House Bay. Despite the weather being unpredictable with strong wind and heavy rain over the
last few weeks, the sun was generous to us that day. This pre-performance activity ofa | 1 dz GKS
{ St D 2dakRHs dadticipants to visit the Grade | historic building of Tin Hau Temple and

to immerse ourselves in the beautiful and refreshing surroundings.

Engulfed by the sea, “the Big Temple” (how this Tin Hau Temple is often called) was a perfect
location for site-specific dance performance. With the support and coordination of Chinese
Temples Committee, we brought to the participants a surprise flash-mob performance, as our
token of gratitude to Mazu the Sea Goddess for her protection and as appreciation to our

participants for their support!

After the tour, Yang Yuntao (Aritistic Director of Hong Kong Dance Company), David Tsui
(Executive Director of the Company) and Yan Hongxia (Chief Director & Choreographer of
Mazu the Sea Goddgssractice the local customs of paying respect to Mazu, wishing Hong
Kong a quick economic recovery, people in Hong Kong health and safety, and dance drama

Mazu the Sea QGlulessa successful performance in December!

Advancement: From Dancer to Chief Director & Choreographer

National First Class Artist Yan Hongxia leads as Chief Director and Choreographer to create this
grand original dance drama. Armed with the experience playing the role of Mazu in dance
drama Mazu the Sea Godde%an led a creative team to produce a new version of the dance
drama. The creative team included top-notch designers from Hong Kong and Mainland China,
including Zhang Yuan (Director & Choreographer), Cao Lusheng (Playwright), Chen Ruoping
(Music Director & Composer), Jan Wong (Set Designer), Zhang Yueer (Costume Designer),
Yeung Tsz-yan (Lighting Designer), and H2o (Digital Image Designer). The resulting
performance is a refreshing experience for the audience. For a glimpse of the production of
this performance, you may visit the exhibition that will be held from 13" to 30" November,

2020 at the foyer of Hong Kong Cultural Centre.
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Excerpt

Directed and choregraphed by Yan Hongxia, a | TGdK S { S|, anbagiRdRdarkeidrama,

will be premiered at the Hong Kong Cultural Centre from 4™ to 6™ December 2020. Having

previously played the main role of Mazu in dance dramaa | T dz G KS {Yanlade®® RRSa &
led the Hong Kong Dance Company to create and perform a brand new dance drama of the

same title. Together with a team of top-notch designers from Hong Kong and Mainland China,

Yan vividly portrayed Mazu’s pure and noble spirit alongside the enduring coastal folk culture

and values.

4t — 6t December, 2020

Hong Kong Cultural Centre Grand Theatre
(580-5480)

Tickets now available at URBTIX www.urbtix.hk

For programme enquiry, please contact us at 3103 1805 or visit www.hkdance.com for further

information

Programme information

4-5.12.2020 (Fri-Sat) 7:45pm

Date, time, 5-6.12.2020 (Sat-Sun) 3:00pm

venue and Hong Kong Cultural Centre Grand Theatre
ticket prices | $480, $380, $280, $180, $80 (Evenings)
$380, $280, $220, $160, $S80 (Matinees)
Tickets NOW available at URBTIX

Ticketing
www.urbtix.hk
50% off Full-time students, senior citizens aged 60 or above,
people with disabilities and the minder and CSSA
Discount recipients (limited offer)
scheme 20% off Friends of HKDC Prestige Member
10% off Friends of HKDC Classic Member
Please refer to URBTIX for other discount offers
Enquiries 3103 1805 / www.hkdance.com
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Yan Hongxia | Chief Director/Choreographer

National 1% Class Actor and Director. Formerly Choreographer of the Creative
Studio of the Ensemble at the Department of Army in the Southern Military
Region and Artistic Director of Xi’an Performance Art Group. Member of China
Dancers Association and Guangzhou Youth Federation. Graduated with
Masters in Choreography at Beijing Dance Academy.

Highlights of his works include:
I £ A &hSriginal dance drama of National Art Foundation; Dance Drama{ A

w2l R Cf 2 pabchlDramb 8 KS ¢ KNB S  Clantel brains
wSy 02y i NB by ahk PubliSity’ DebaNdBent, Dance pieces: Cf &
P'LJal NI az [ 2 G dza {2y3z _CoAy [2udza2
{2fVR)§SN\EZVa2A2)/,CDWAS'-FfSOvuj\A2)/Z . N2 |

[ F RASAZI yWR A I26KE NG, Iy \WIBYST | 2.y 3 5I'

Yan has received numerous awards:

Gold Award at the Dance Drama Competition of the Lotus Award, The Five
“One” Project Award, Grand Prize of Wenhua Prize, Silver and Gold Award at
the National Dance Competition of the Lotus Award, 1% grade award at the
CCTV Dance Competition, and 1% grade award at the Most Popular
Programme of the Chinese New Year Concert, Classical Dance Gold Award of
the Taoli Dance Competition, Silver Award and the Top 10 dance piece at the
National Dance Competition, and Silver Award at the PLA Dance Competition.
Yan was appointed as the Executive Director of the Welcoming Ceremony and
Cultural Concert in Xi'an for President Xi Jinping’s receipt of Indian Prime
Minister Modi. He was also the Director for numerous CCTV CNY Celebration
Concerts, PLA CNY Celebration Concerts, and the Opening Ceremony at the
Doha Asian Games. Yan has also led the troupe overseas for important national
performances, often accompanying national leaders.

Pan Lingjuan, Laura | Principal Dancer (as Lin Mo, Mazu)

Pan Lingjuan, Laura graduated from the Beijing Dance Academy, majoring in
Chinese Classical Dance. Apart from being awarded scholarships three years
in a row, she has toured to France, Canada, Spain, the Netherlands, Oman,
Korea, Belgium, and Ireland (invited by the Irish Embassy in 2009). She has
won numerous awards including the third prize in the National Dance
Competition in 2001, the CCTV Dance Award Commendable Dancer Award in
2002, the third prize in the 9*" Beijing Dance Competition, and the third prize
in the Guizhou Dance Competition.

Pan joined the Hong Kong Dance Company in 2011 and her performances in
principal roles include t f I G4SI dza.l fadzSiosENE §6S[ S 3 S y3F
{ 42 NY ,¢ K.QdrR®ES NJ?Z[QéY 2 d2NJ SINVEK A NIE &S |
9ERf S u Ay ahd[l SdzNJil y WA S®

She was awarded “Outstanding Performance by a Female Dancer” at the 2017
Hong Kong Dance Awards for her performancein/ KAy SaS | SN®

4
www.hkdance.com



Zhang Yuan | Director/Choreographer

Graduated from the Faculty of Choreography at the Beijing Dance Academy.
Currently a Graduate Student at the School of Arts om the Peking University.

Zhang was formerly a dancer at Guangzhou Song and Dance Theatre (formerly
Guangzhou Singing and Dancing Troupe). She has published research paper
¢CKS [ly3dzr 3S { U NHzOhedzhdsmiczotirnabM SyaGhs: |
5 I Y. OShe has also been appointed the Dance Director for numerous major
performances, including CCTV CNY Celebration Shows — lJiangxi 2019,
Shandong 2018, and Sichuan 2017; Opening Ceremony of BRICS Film Festival;
CCTV New Year Eve Celebration; CNY Celebration for the Ministry of Public
Security, the 13" CCTV Award Ceremony for Promoting Cultural and
Ideological Progress of Five “One” Project; the Opening Ceremonies of the 2™
and 3" International Film Festival. She was also the Executive Director of the
Opening Ceremony of the 1** Sichuan Province Mind Sports Games. Zhang was
also featuredinL £ 2 @S ¢ &K lyyO3, ¥ gdatrlotibnal video for the 7t
TV Dance Competition.

Zhang has participated in many dance dramas: real-life staged scenery drama
! NI yEXedive Director), / K I ANyY3 - b [Huhah EDEnce Director),
[ SISY R ZAnflaiyMdi Sfiadxi (Yadke Director). Her solo dance piece b |
received second grade award at Prix de Lausanne; solo dance piece C | NI
received first grade award in the Young Professional Category of the 15" Beijing
Dance Competition; solo dance piece ¢ KS . dawva§ skldetdd $ocenter the
first collection of exemplary dance works curated by the China Dancers
Association; Group dance work ¢ KS | 2 dzéelvadl AhfedSGold Awards
(Performance, Creative, Works) at the 4" Guangdong Province Lingnan Dance
Competition, was elected to be performed at the 11" National Dance Festival,
and was awarded the 10™ Lu Xun Literature and Arts Prize.

Cao Lusheng | Playwright

Currently Professor at Shanghai Theatre Academy. His works ranged from
drama to modern Chinese operas, musical and dance drama.

Highlights of his works: - A A s
Drama: m dh@oa 5 dza L']A.édzﬁ{ (SSINTF fSE K 25 NYSA: tYtaS RK
DI RT td&/ a Skl éhﬁ S NJ, tI MiyAE 2\ (méahing * F Y RS NJ
[ KI,2IS¢ al &nid$ &8 Nyzl ¢ (in Ahgnghairdze Bidieyf)
Operaand Musical: 5 2 Y Wdzl Vv | Vv &da IAQYUSS/NJI vIAdgyTT
A variety of Chinese Operas, ranging from Kunqu to Yue Opera: WA dz Wi
I Kl *{deaning ¢ KS al a s NLJA SOS )2bfA WIKR V.
(meaning 5 NB 'Y 2 FrOoavl A ¢zRIB B K S NB aa NE, {A®
LdzZi Ay3E ¢KS D2 2R,atSS\ANBAZ {fneahhERKKAS WA S
¢Sl QRS BNI 5 NBF IY‘éfSﬂ\Af;[B\IﬁLHKISY tXy tS2ye
Dance and Acrobatic Drama: { A a a S NJY 3 NIizY 2CR2 diNa ¢ Shd
NAR3ISazZ wAUSNR | YR | 2YSa
Cao is the author of t 2T g R SNy _ énK Sahslétbkgo[ the Chinese
versionof ¢ KS ¢ KS I (i NEBdwil Wilkds) Bhll SYWDSN2 Yy Y Sy
(Richard Schechner).

*Transliteration

5
www.hkdance.com



Chen Ruoping | Music Director/Composer

Graduated with Bachelors in Music Director at Xinghai Conservatory of Music,
and with Masters from the International School of Software at Wuhan
University.

Highlights of his works: ] L
Music Director for the 5th/6th/7th & 8th{ A y 3 / lbyGuadgddagRadio
and Television; Executive Music Directorfor/ KAy’ Sa S _ a dg@adofs 1
to3and{ Y22 UKt & Cf{ Seasbng B& 2dySGuadgRohgSd Media;
Movie music creative for | £ U NJ ~ wS A € @zy MB S, Yabay@id
a O R NX balcé Music Creative ¢ KS WA aCAKYS3 . {fd2y2 YA Y
adz-OdawF Ay 2vy . I, ahdt yNdvetke dwhrdddBast Composition in
the 2", 3™ and 4™ Lingnan Dance Competition; Dance Drama/ N2 A V @as .
awarded Best Composition for Dance Drama in the 4™ Lingnan Dance
Competition.

Chen was appointed as the Composer for many significant projects, including
{ dzy t A 3 K-tlan epiddanteldrbna bidder the Intangible Cultural Heritage
project; Dance Drama ! f 2\— @National Art Foundation project of Shanghai
Theatre Academy; C2 NBE S NJ | [ A ayNBtibrhalyArt Bolindafiod
project of Xinghai Conservatory of Music; and D I Yy 3 2 Yy -dayf lthngible
Cultural Heritage project.

Jan Wong | Set Designer

Graduated in 2011 from the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts (HKAPA)
at the School of Theatre & Entertainment Arts specialising on Set & Costume
Design, Wong has collaborated with many artistic directors as the stage and
set designer. His works include ¢ K S (ROH 1INdjrected by Ceri Sherlock, ¢ K
al aal 301N &nd/3ISY fedzNE 5 NBFYa 27T mdLICA
LL® bAQNé)mdecbgBWChan ChuHei, { Ay 3 ! [ 2y 3
(2015)and ¢ KS w2 a S P2®m7) dirkc®d bp MaZi$iou, ¢ K S St
/ | LIA20i16) Hirected by German Cheung, [ dzy Bn®I dz - azs | Ly
(2016) directed by Roy Szeto, ! Y | Yy 2dza A['] @0272 &rectedSf
OctavianChan,¢ KS | S { 2 g (2008)direzt&d Ny EEGmdz@ fo Chi Sun.

His recent productions in Dance Theatres include a 2 2 Rf S&aa L
Ly F T 2(0B8), @af $an Huynh's Y I Y IXa Y YV 6 (206R2), { | DI
{ € Y LIK2D1B)cthe Contemporary Dance Series by the HK Arts Festival and
the HKDCsWS S NA Sa 2T QREG. InthSiRmetidelyears, beN
collaborating with Hoyingfung, has received the Hong Kong Dance Awards
2017 by the Hong Kong Dance Alliance for ‘Outstanding Set Design’, with his
workin¢ KS Lafl y2RI4)aWEBISNERSa 2T (QOK6h
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Zhang Yueer | Costume Designer

Graduated from the Beijing Dance Academy. Received Masters from Central
Saint Martins College of Art & Design and Wimbledon College of Arts.

Zhang was the Master Costume Designer for the Opening Ceremony of the
53" World Ping-pong Competition and the 14" National Winter Games. She
has also been the Costume Designer for numerous Dance Dramas t S I
DNEB @BEASY2NRA Sa 27T [DdrhakK@KLS Do NR{FYUN.
bl YSR & SIA JKNslandl Ravelling Acrobat Shows [ St SU A I

S
[ SISYyR 2F ,66FY ,PRRIBMGRT / Kl y3l y

H2o | Digital Image Designer

In his early years, he devoted himself to the film and advertising industry,
responsible for computer animation and visual effects. Famous films
production he involved in: ¢ KS ¢ g A,yWazy AT TTIIO M Rza i N
/| dzNBS 2 F (K SetcD&el, ReSefved Gt aZuess Idcturer in the
School of Design of the HK Polytechnic University and the School of Film and
Television in the HK Academy for Performing Arts. o A
His recent major projects: ICC Open Sky Project Iy’ S @ A y ot S

| YOS NADS production of AR app in Leon Llai's . £ SaaA yasd
¢ NJ y a ¥ 20peMirg Nsguence of the movie a | i dzy ﬂisuAaI and
projection designint |y {0/ KKg NJh NJ- Yy 3 $rom=aHKAPAf Ndasimedia
consultantoft NP 2 S O (i Ardinylovifiglars @&h College.

Currently, he is the director of LfxLab, the motion background designer in
residence of HK Gaudeamus Dunhuang Ensemble. And meanwhile he is
studying an MFA degree in Projection Design at the HK Academy for
Performing Arts. He is now active in the industry as the role of a multimedia
director, new media artist and educator as well.
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Hong Kong Dance Company

Since 1981

Hong Kong Dance Company
“Dancing across East and West, Moving to the Tempo of Hong Kong”

Mission Statement

We are nurtured in the cultural tradition of China, combining with the creativity of
contemporary art, to impress the world with Chinese dance of Hong Kong character.

Established in 1981, the Hong Kong Dance Company (HKDC) was incorporated in 2001

as a charitable and non-profit-making institution, and is financially supported by the

Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. As one of the nine

flagship performing arts companies in Hong Kong, its mission is to promote Chinese

dance with contemporary artistic visions and Hong Kong character. Since its inception,

HKDC has staged over 100 productions, many of which were highly popular with

critical acclaim. Recent productionsinclude ¢ KS [ SISy, RS R ¥t A HANW g

WA (dzl f,¢ RSz .2dB0 INIRINDY [ 2RidER] LS XNBENYSEF GKS t |
I yOASY( dzNR yRGDSNR Sa 2F KSEY&®8R | BNFFSNI [ 2
+ A LJ a[alkRA& 2 KAGS,¢2F S2 QF( ,¢[KNBSYyARS SEALEKS { Af
w2 I5RIy OS 2and!{ GINRiySE &2 T (.KS {2dz0 KSNYy {1 @&

As a cultural ambassador of Hong Kong, HKDC constantly brings the city’s unique
artistic style to the world by touring to different cities across the globe, engaging local
audiences and encouraging cultural exchange. In recent years, it has brought its award-
winning productions to the Lincoln Center in New York, the Kennedy Center in
Washington, D.C., the Sony Centre in Toronto, the Concourse Theatre in Sydney and
the Southbank Centre in London, among others.

Media Enquiries:
Candy Cheung — Company & Programme Manager
Tel: (852) 3103 1878 Email: candycheung@hkdance.com

Cheng Yu-ching — Senior Officer (Marketing & Programme)
Tel: (852) 3103 1810 Email: yuching@hkdance.com
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